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Celebrating 25 years 
Northwest’s Child was founded on the belief that anything is 

possible and everyone deserves a chance at those possibilities.  

Northwest’s Child begin as an idea, as a solution where none 

existed before.  The children and adults with special needs that we 

serve, live each day with the belief that anything is possible.  They 

find the joy in the “every day” and live a life of love and acceptance 

with everyone they meet.   

- Darcy Doyle–Hupf (Executive Director) 

  2016 “Reflections of a Child” Gala

One of the first groups of students at Northwest’s Child Seattle. 

 

Background photo:  Picture of Aaron Gleason, the individual that 

inspired ‘Aaron’s Place.’  



Patty Corum (Board member and Gala Co-chairperson, Lindsey 

Holley (Assistant Director), Darcy Doyle-Hupf (Director) Taylor 

Manlangit (Assistant Director, and Linda Bressler (Board member 

and Gala Co-Chairperson) . 

Lead staff and two NWC clients graciously volunteered 

their time to serve at the dinner. 

“The evening of May 14, 2016 will be remembered as the day 

that we celebrated the founder, families and friends of 

Northwest’s Child. For the past 25 years, Northwest’s Child 

has been a day program serving children and young adults 

with disabilities and their families. We had much to celebrate 

at our first ever Gala, “Reflection of a Child”.  All those in 

attendance in the Great Room at Seattle Prep were there to 

share their stories, their joys and their “gifts” and they did so 

with great generosity.” 

Patty Corum & Linda Bressler 

Co-chairpersons for Gala 2016 

  2016 “Reflections of a Child” Gala 

Save The Date! 
Northwest’s Child Gala 2017  

April 1st, 2017 
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How we gave back: 
 Held a food drive for Northwest Harvest 

 Delivered ‘Thank You’ cards to our local police precincts 

 Delivered ‘Thank you’ cards to our local fire stations 

 Picked up litter at our local parks 

 Planted 122 plants for the City of Kirkland at Juanita Beach park 

 Delivered ‘Thank you’ cards and baked goods to the faculty of Bishop Blanchet High School 

 Placed random acts of ’kindness cards’ all over the community!  

 Volunteered for Solumination  

 

By working side by side with staff and fellow peers, our clients were empowered by 

seeing what a difference they can make in their community!  The idea was very 
simple; For a whole month, we will volunteer our time and goods, offer kindness to 

others, and show appreciation to the members of our community that are so 

deserving of recognition.  Wishing someone nothing but the best was an amazing 
thing to witness.  Our goal is to dedicate two months out of the year to focus on  

others and give back to the community.   

 



Our son Andrew is 30 yrs old 

and has been attending NWC 

for almost 20 years. The 

program allows him to have the 

quality of life he deserves 

despite numerous challenges. 

We are fortunate to have a safe 

place for him to spend time 

with friends his own age. He is 

treated with respect and 

encouraged to participate in 

activities the best he can. 

Although non verbal, it is evident that he loves hanging out with his 

buddies. His face lights up when he enters the room as he heads to his 

favorite chair. We can leave knowing he is in good hands.  

“I cannot imagine life without NWC.” 
The staff is wonderful and has an amazing bond with the participants. I 

cannot imagine life without NWC. I am grateful for their support and 

determination to continue being our advocate through all the changes 

going on with the state. Thank you for not giving up – we are very 

grateful! To sum it up, NWC means a 

lot to our family. It provides quality 

care for Andrew while allowing him 

to be part of the community. Quite 

often people tell us they saw Andrew 

out with his group doing a fun 

activity. This is a unique program 

and should be used as an example to 

show how people with challenges 

can have a meaningful life.    

- Linda Deller (Andrew’s Mother)   

    

Parent Testimonial  

Employee Testimonial 

I have been so grateful to know Andrew 

and his family over the last nine years. He 

brings an energy and spirit to the program 
that uniquely compares to other students.  

Andrew's joyous and beautiful 

characteristics are always present. His 
animations and sounds gather his friends 

with laughter or smiling each day. He is in 

love with the outdoors, walking among the 

trees and plants, and being in that 
amazing open space. Being at NWC allows 

him to fully enjoy what is most important 

to his life, along with what is important to 

his family.  

-Beau Johnston (Head teacher) 



 

Turning a Negative into a Positive 

As we wind down another amazing year at Northwest’s Child and 

Aaron’s Place, we wanted to acknowledge some of the changes that 

came our way this year.  After a number of years of holding a contract 

for Medicaid Personal Care/Respite through DSHS/DDA, Northwest’s 

Child was forced to end the contract this past June.  While at first 

glance this was very difficult to accept, knowing how many families 

depended on this source of funding for their sons and daughters in 

our program, we quickly remembered this doesn’t end our core beliefs 

and mission. Northwest’s Child has come through many changes and 

obstacles over the years. We have always remembered that, no matter 

who or what tries to get in our way, we will be here for families. It only 

makes us stronger and more determined to carry on.  We will continue 

to not only do the right thing but also do our personal best for those 

we serve.  While we can’t control what those in authority consider to 

be crucial services,  we can keep our focus on the children, teens and 

young adults with developmental & physical disabilities that attend 

our programs.   

Today, as was true on our first day on June 10th, 1991, Northwest’s 

Child continues to work with our students and offer creative 

community integrated activities to give them a purposeful and positive 

life filled with friendships and an ever-increasing exposure to the world 

they are a part of. The clients and families that we serve count on all of 

us to show them just how much they are valued, cherished and 

needed in our lives. We thank you so much for recognizing the magic 

that our students bring to all of us. 

When one door closes, another opens; but we often look so long and so 

regretfully upon the closed door that we do not see the one that has 

opened for us.  

-Alexander Graham Bell 



I recently read a newspaper article about Northwest Child staff and clients cleaning up a 

local park. The reason? Just the desire to give to the community.   

That desire to give has guided the work of Northwest Child for 25 years. And what 

Northwest Child gives best is care for vulnerable young people who are often the 

afterthoughts (or neverthoughts) of our society and its budgeting priorities.    

That care – personal, persistent and passionate – will continue even with the transition to 

a self-pay system that creates financial hardships for many Northwest Child families. All 

of us would prefer decisions by agencies and policy makers that lift-up instead of left-

behind. That’s what the most vulnerable in our society deserve. But, until that day comes, 

it will be up to all of us who care about the mission of Northwest Child and the clients it 

serves to do much of that lifting.  

Northwest Child has worked with every one of its 52 families to ensure that young people 

in need of great care will get the great care they need. But that commitment comes at a 

price, and that price is the financial assistance scholarships that so many families need 

right now.   

My wife, Terry, and I consider it a privilege to be counted among Northwest Child’s many 

supporters.  The safety net Northwest Child provides is nothing less than a miracle, one 

that can’t be measured in dollars. But those dollars are exactly what are needed to keep 

this miracle going strong.  Please give generously to the Annual Appeal.   

- Kent Hickey (Board member of NWC, President of Seattle Preparatory High School) 

“...I consider it a privilege to be counted among 

Northwest Child’s many supporters.” 



 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

1.  Our staff for their endless  work, love and devotion given to enrich 

the daily lives of our clients. 

2.  Our students and their families for entrusting us with their 

beautiful children and family members. What an amazingly strong 

and devoted NWC family we have created. 

3.  Our Board of Directors for your limitless support, motivation and 

dedication to NWC. 

4. The community for opening your hearts by 

committing to support these amazing people. 

Thank you for accepting our students as active 

and respected members of our society.  

 

Northwest’s Child 

1823 N 85th St 
Seattle, WA 98103 

Check out our website and Facebook page! 

 www.northwestschild.org   

https://www.facebook.com/northwestchild/ 
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